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they strive to divide into so many sections by their
paltry dogmas of religion or race.

In their attitude towards the Tsar the Greeks of the
period presented a parallel to the Mohammedans. In
another of their characteristic's they offered an equally
instructive parallel to the Jews. Man love's to take
refuge from his misery in his imagination; and the more
miserable his present, the wilder his expectations from the
future. The Greek imagination under the impulse of
suffering ran riot: prophecies of deliverance were nour-
ished into luxuriance. The monks produced and the
ignorant masses consumed with avidity predictions in
essence like the Messianic revelations which have deluded
the children of Israel for two thousand years. In this
instance the Redeemer was to come from the North.
Agathangelos, the titular author of the best known of
these chimeras, spoke in cryptic yet perfectly intelligible
terms of " the blond race " which was destined to chase
(< the sons of Hagar " from Europe and to restore the
Greek Empire to its pristine grandeur.1

These expectations lent point and probability to the
Jesuit accusations of secret correspondence between the
Patriarch of Constantinople and the Muscovites.

Russian diplomacy turned Greek credulity to account.
Its agents from the time of Peter the Great, if not before,
visited every province of the Sultan's European dominions
instigating his subjects to rise and establish their vision
with the help of the Tsar. The day of redemption and
retribution was at hand : the mighty Muscovite was
coming to replant the cross on the dome of St. Sophia.

1 Ricaut (176) found this prophetic spirit rife in 1660, and
Tournefort (i. 104) in 1700. I found it still lingering among the
peasants of Macedonia in 1900 : see my Macedonian Folklore,
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